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Keys of the Kingdom - Introduction to Biblical
Covenants

Main Topic: The Overall Theme of the Bible and Covenants

e The central theme of the Bible is Yahweh (God) desiring an eternal, loving
relationship with His creation (humans, angels, and all beings).

e This relationship is built and maintained through covenants, which are
agreements between God and His creation.

e Yahweh grants humans libertarian free will so that love can be a genuine,
voluntary choice on both sides.

e Covenants are necessary due to humanity’s failures and God's enduring
commitment to restoration.

e The series aims to give a foundational overview of biblical covenants, not an
exhaustive study. Listeners are encouraged to ask questions, study
independently, and engage with the content.

Types and Nature of Covenants

e "“Covenant” in Hebrew is "Brit,” often involving the “cutting” of animals in
biblical times, symbolizing the seriousness of the agreement (life is in the
blood).

e Conditional Covenants: Both parties have responsibilities and consequences
if broken (including potential death or penalties).

¢ Unconditional Covenants: One party (usually God) makes promises not
contingent on the behavior of the recipient.

e Other biblical covenants include salt covenants and sandal covenants.
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Genesis 1-3: Creation and the First Covenant

e Genesis 1:26-28: God creates humans in His image, interpreted as a call to
reflect God's character and love, not necessarily physical form.

e Genesis 2: Humanity is placed in the Garden of Eden (interpreted as God's
throne room) to cultivate and care for it. God gives commands, including not
eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.

e The creation of woman (Eve) is discussed, emphasizing the Hebrew term
"ezer kenegdo"” as an equal partner, helper, and source of strength, not a
subordinate. Originally, man and woman stood as equals, with hierarchy and
dominance emerging after the Fall.

e Genesis 2:24: The first covenant is identified as the marriage covenant, where
man and woman become “one flesh”—a unity.

The Fall and Its Consequences

e Genesis 3: The serpent deceives Eve, leading to the breaking of the command
not to eat from the Tree of Knowledge. Both Adam and Eve choose to disobey,
exercising free will.

e Debate exists whether this was a formal covenant; Hosea 6:7 is cited to
support the idea that Adam was in a covenant relationship with God.

e The consequences of the Fall include death entering the world, pain in
childbirth, and a new power struggle between man and woman.

e The "enmity” between the serpent and the woman's seed is interpreted as the
first Messianic prophecy pointing to future restoration.

e The concept of inherited guilt (“original sin") is challenged; the speaker
asserts that the text only introduces mortality, not inherited guilt or a “sin
nature.”

e There is a warning against misapplying doctrines such as the “covenant of
works," emphasizing that Adam and Eve's relationship with God was not about
earning salvation by works, but a conditional relationship.

Questions Raised and Clarifications

e What does it mean to be created in God’'s image? The focus is on reflecting
God's character, not physical likeness.



e Was there a covenant in the Garden? The speaker leans yes, but
acknowledges debate and lack of explicit language.

e Does the Fall mean spiritual death or inherited sin for all? The speaker says
there is a relational breach, not spiritual death or inherited guilt for all
humanity.

Decisions and Action Plan

e The series will continue exploring biblical covenants, moving next to Genesis 4
(Cain and Abel) to further discuss free will after the Fall.

e Listeners are encouraged to subscribe, comment, and ask questions for future
episodes.

Additional Notes

e The episode is introductory, setting the stage for a series on the covenants of
the Bible.

e Listeners are reminded to study independently and not take the overviews as
exhaustive or final.



